Background Information on the EIB’s external mandates
Pre-Accession Countries
EUR 8.7 bn is set aside to support projects that help future Member States to prepare for accession to the European Union.  Eligible countries are Croatia, Turkey, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and the Western Balkans.

Mediterranean Region (FEMIP)
The EIB's operations in the Mediterranean partner countries have been brought together under the Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership (FEMIP) since October 2002.

In line with the Wider Europe Neighbourhood Policy, FEMIP aims to help the Mediterranean partner countries meet the challenges of economic and social modernisation and enhanced regional integration, particularly in the run-up to the creation of a customs union with the EU by 2010.

With a budget of EUR 12.4 bn, FEMIP gives priority to financing private sector ventures, whether local initiatives or foreign direct investment.

In order to create an enabling environment for the development of private enterprise, FEMIP also supports:

· infrastructure projects; 

· investment in human capital; 

· and schemes specifically targeting environmental protection.

African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries

In the framework of the EU's external co-operation and development policies, the EIB operates in 79 ACP countries. These countries, with a population of some 600 million, have established a special relationship with the European Union through successive Conventions; the latest is the 2000 Cotonou Agreement signed in June 2000. In 1998 the Republic of South Africa became an associate member of the EU-ACP conventions. In South Africa, EIB financing is provided through the EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund (total budget EUR 900 m.)
In 2003-2008, the EIB is expected to channel EUR 3.7 billion to ACP projects which promote the business sector, or to public sector projects if they are operated on a private sector footing:
· EUR 1.7 billion will be lent from the EIB's own resources to ACP, and 

· EUR 2 billion will be provided under a new INVESTMENT FACILITY, funded by EU Member States for private sector support, particularly for small and medium sized enterprises, supporting the local savings' markets as well as facilitating foreign direct investment.

The INVESTMENT FACILITY provides various forms of risk sharing financing instruments to most sectors of the economy for projects which are economically, financially, technically and environmentally viable. This includes projects in infrastructure. In addition, the investment facility provides support through debt finance, guarantees, equity-type financing, and acting as an investor in private equity funds.
3. Asia and Latin America
EIB lending in Asia and Latin America (ALA) started in 1993 and is governed by mandates from the European Union (EU). Under the current mandate (ALA IV), covering the period 2007-2013, the EIB is authorised to lend up to EUR 3.8 billion for financing operations supporting EU co-operation strategies and complementing other EU development and co-operation programmes and instruments in these regions.  
The total amount is broken down into indicative sub-ceilings of EUR 2.8 bn for Latin America and EUR 1.bn for Asia. There are no specific amounts allocated per country.

The EIB can support viable public and private sector projects in infrastructure, industry, agro-industry, mining and services. Special emphasis is given to projects that contribute to environmental sustainability (including climate change mitigation) and to the security of the EU energy supply. The other core sector of activity will be to support the EU presence in those regions through Foreign Direct Investment, transfer of technology and know-how. 

The countries currently eligible for EIB financing under the ALA IV mandate are:

Asia 
Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam - ASEAN Group Bangladesh, China, India, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Yemen

Latin America
· Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela - Andean Community 

· Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua - Central American Common Market 

· Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay - MERCOSUR 

· Chile, Mexico, Panama.
